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March 1, 2012
Dear SIEC Member:

Evidence for the need to control growth of vegetation along power line right-of-way is easy to see in many rural areas.  Overgrown right-of-way can cause problems during severe weather and can make it difficult to reach trouble spots to make repairs.
In a continuing effort to control brush growth, Southern Iowa Electric Cooperative has hired contractors to apply product along our power line right-of-way.  They will be covering our power line right-of-way with an environmentally safe herbicide.  The Contractors have been used by the Cooperative in past years. These Contractors have also worked with other Iowa REC and Investor-Owned utilities.

The main thrust of the spraying will be done in the Davis, Troy, Floris and Belknap substation areas.  The townships served by these substations in Wapello County are:  southern Adams, and southern Green Townships. Townships served in Van Buren County are western Chequest, western Jackson and Village Township. In Davis County they are: West Grove, Drakesville, Cleveland, Perry, Union, Prairie, Roscoe, Grove, Marion, Soap Creek, Lick Creek and Salt Creek. In Appanoose County: Udell and Union Townships.  

The Contractors will begin doing a basal treatment with Garlon 4, Stalker and basal oil, which will be applied by walking under the line with backpack sprayers.  The spraying will continue through the months of March and April; times are subject to change.
In July, August and September the Contractors will be using a Du Pont herbicide called Krenite S.  It is foliage absorbed, non-volatile, non-phenoxy growth regulator.  The application is designed to work on buds that will form next year’s leaves. Times are subject to change.
A bud inhibitor, like Krenite S, will not affect the growth of soybeans or corn.  It also will have no effect on any of the grasses.  The herbicide will be applied with a hand-held nozzle used to obtain sufficient coverage of the brush with the growth regulator.

Your Cooperative and its Contractors will handle all questions concerning the types of chemicals to be used.

If you have any questions regarding this activity or requests not to spray, contact the Cooperative by mail or telephone toll free at (800)607-2027.

Sincerely,
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Mark Aeilts
Manager/CEO
